
 1 

 
 

Northgateõs Guide 

To Program Planning 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2010-11 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 2 

Northgate High School  

 
425 Castle Rock Road, Walnut Creek, California  94598 

(925)  938-0900 
Fax (925) 945-6429 

 
 

 
 

 

John McMorris, Principal 
Extension 3500 

 
Jon Campopiano, Vice Principal 

Extension 3504 
 

Richard Heyer, Vice Principal 
Extension 3503 

 
Lynda Hayes, Student Services Coordinator 

Extension 3502 
 

Deborah Frank, Student Services Coordinator 
Extension 3556 

 
Pat Brands, Career/College Advisor 

Extension 3525 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Northgate Vision Statement 
 

Northgate High School welcomes all into a community that fosters lifelong 
learning, encourages creativity, develops integrity, and respects cultural 

diversity, thus preparing the total person to become a contributing member of 
the local and global communities. 

 
 
 
 
 

Pat Hartman, 8th grade   
 

EVERY STAKEHOLDER WILL BE AN EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATOR 
¶ Write a cohesive, well-organized, and well-supported essay, relatively free of 

grammatical and spelling errors. 

¶ Communicate thoughtfully and effectively in public speaking situations, demonstrating 
poise and clear enunciation. 

¶ Demonstrate listening skills by formulating intelligent responses and questions for a 
speaker. 

¶ Use the word processor, the Internet, or other information technology effectively for 
research. 

 

EVERY STAKEHOLDER WILL BE A SELF-DIRECTED LEARNER 
¶ Take responsibility for arriving punctually to class with appropriate materials, for following 

directions, and for completing work conscientiously. 

¶ Seek assistance as needed from instructors or other sources, such as tutors, study 
groups, or the Study Center. 

¶ Initiate, research, compile, and complete a long-term project. 

¶ Develop a realistic lifelong plan for continuing education, while recognizing personal 
areas of strength and future growth. 

 

EVERY STAKEHOLDER WILL BE A COMMUNITY PARTICIPANT 
¶ Contribute time, energy, and talent for the benefit of others. 

¶ Volunteer time in hospitals, nursing homes, hospices or other local charity organizations, 
as well as local government institutions. 

¶ Tutor or assist other students through programs such as Youth Educators, Conflict 
Management, peer counseling, and the Study Center. 

 

 
 
 
 

Expected School -wide Learning Results  
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EVERY STAKEHOLDER WILL BE A HEALTHY INDIVIDUAL 
¶ Gain understanding of how to maintain physical fitness and a healthy psychological 

outlook 

¶ Become involved in a regular program of physical exercise and healthy nutrition 

¶ Manage the stress of large tasks (e.g., Senior Project or Mock Congress) by breaking 
them down into manageable steps leading to successful completion 

¶ Recognize the importance of decision-making and its connection to consequences or 
rewards. 

¶ Make use of a variety of conflict resolution skills. 

 
EVERY STAKEHOLDER WILL BE A HIGHER-ORDER THINKER 
¶ Demonstrate skills of application, analysis, synthesis, evaluation, creativity, and 

imagination. 

¶ Complete a Senior Project. 

¶ Write and argue a bill in Mock Congress. 

¶ Present a social issue through stage, dance, art work or music. 

¶ Apply school-learned knowledge and skills to situations outside of school, especially the 
work place. 

 
EVERY STAKEHOLDER WILL BE A QUALITY PRODUCER 
¶ Appreciate excellent results from the application of appropriate effort, tools, and skills. 

¶ Use a word processor to print an attractive, well-organized paper. 

¶ Use a spreadsheet to display and analyze data. 

¶ Incorporate graphics and artwork as illustrations in a major report. 

¶ Work conscientiously and punctually, alone and in groups, to produce work of value. 

 
EVERY STAKEHOLDER WILL BE A COLLABORATIVE WORKER 
Recognize, respect, value and respond sensitively regardless of co-workersô opinions or 
backgrounds. 

¶ Perform competently in different group roles, contributing in several ways to a team effort. 

¶ Discuss a controversial issue in a civilized and orderly manner. 

¶ Recognize that being part of a group is as much a responsibility as working 
independently. 

¶ Speak politely and positively to others on the campus. 

¶ Encourage others to do well. 

¶ Recognize the importance of each individualôs contribution. 

¶ Appreciate and acknowledge different points of view. 

 
EVERY STAKEHOLDER WILL MEET OR EXCEED THE MT. DIABLO UNIFIED 
SCHOOL DISTRICTôS STANDARDS IN ENGLISH, MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE, 
SOCIAL STUDIES AND OTHER AREAS AS STANDARDS ARE DEVELOPED 
¶ Pass standards-based classes. 

¶ Use and understand standards-based assessment rubrics. 

¶ Know the results of his or her California Standards Tests (CST) and use this knowledge 
to set appropriate academic and/or career goals. 

¶ Recognize the value of the STAR tests by attending each test day. 

¶ Demonstrate achievement of the standards by attaining a score of proficient or better on 
the CST. 

¶ Pass all parts of the California High School Exit Exam. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

This course description guide was developed by the Northgate High School staff to help you, 

our students and our parents, to better understand our educational program in order to make 

academic choices.  We are proud to offer this curriculum to you.  Please consider carefully the 

course descriptions and related information contained in this guide.  Remember that 

educational growth and personal development will result after a process of informed decision 

making. 

 

This Guide is designed to help students and their parents/guardians make important decisions 

as they plan together the studentôs path from his/her freshman year to graduation and beyond. 

The Planning Guide contains important reference information regarding high school 

graduation requirements, college entrance requirements and tests, grade policy, class schedule 

change requests, and alternative educational opportunities. 

 

Section I outlines and discusses high school graduation requirements and covers topics such 

as class schedule/teacher change requests, summer school, etc. This section is very important 

and should be used by the student and parents/guardians to track progress. Use the studentôs 

report card to enter grades and credits received, and if the student has failed a class, 

immediately plan to make up the course during summer school. Also included is a special 

section on ñ8
th
 grade Parent Planning.ò 

 

Section II covers UC/CSU entrance requirements, as well as general College Guidance 

topics. Most students will want to use college entrance requirements as a guideline when 

planning their high school classes. We want your world of opportunities to be as broad as 

possible!  

 

Section III  outlines Alternative Educational Programs designed to help students who may 

need a different learning environment than the traditional high school.  

 

 
 
 
 
A Studentôs Guide For Successful Educational Planning 
 
1. Read the information yourself.  Involve your parents.  Talk to teachers and administrators whom 

you trust and who know your capabilities and aspirations.  Remember that choices that are 

appropriate for your friends may not be the right ones for you. 

 

2. This guide was designed for YOU!   Use it like a workbook. 

 

3. Consider college entrance requirements when making your choices.  Even if you are undecided 

about college now, the more challenging your educational experience in high school, the more 

options await you after graduation.  When in doubt, always choose the more difficult course or 

sequence of courses.  A recent College Board study disclosed that the more high school academic 

work students complete, the greater their SAT performance. 
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4. In any given area, take care to plan a sequence of courses that makes sense.  For example, each 

course in math should logically follow the one before. 

 

5. Refer to page 8 to check off each graduation requirement.  Do you need to repeat a requirement 

because of a D or F? (Dôs must be made up for college.  Fôs must be made up for high school 

graduation.)  Remember, classes repeated to raise a D grade DO NOT earn additional units.  
The four-year educational plan that you choose must include all of the graduation requirements. 

6. The business community has advised us that the best way to train our students for careers is to 

teach them to read, write and compute; be on time; and get along with others.  Making thoughtful 

choices now will better prepare you for future careers. 

 
 
Parents as Partners in Planning 
 
1. All student schedules must be approved by parents.  Northgate High Schoolôs graduation 

requirements are among the most rigorous in the state.  PLEASE PLAN CAREFULLY  with 

your student. 

 

a. Students are expected to complete BOTH  semesters of a year-long class. 

b. Freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and seniors are required to enroll in a minimum of six (6) 

courses. 

c. A maximum of twenty (20) credits of teacher aide or office assistance services can receive 

elective credit towards graduation.  A student can only be a TA for one period each year. 

 

2. Course failed in all required areas (Math, English, Social Studies, Science, Fine Arts, and Physical 

Education) must be repeated. 

 

a. The UC and CSU systems will NOT accept D grades to satisfy course entrance 

requirements.  Classes may be repeated to raise a D grade; however, such repeated 

classes DO NOT earn additional credits toward graduation from Northgate High School. 

 

3. Students are expected to follow the course pathways at Northgate High School, taking the courses 

offered at Northgate.  Students who, because of rare circumstances, need to deviate from the 

normal Northgate course pathways should see the appropriate department chair for guidance and 

approval. 

 

4. All students MUST pass the State Exit Exams in English Language Arts and Math in order to 

graduate. 

 

5. Homework is required by Board policy and should be monitored by parents.  Parents are partners 

with the Northgate High School staff.  We encourage you to maintain ongoing contact with 

teachers.  We are eager to work together with you in planning your studentôs four-year program. 
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

Before considering this process, parents and students should carefully read all of the information 

regarding graduation requirements, outlines of department course sequences, and college admissions 

expectations contained in this catalog.   

 

All students must meet minimum proficiency requirements in English, Language Arts, 
and mathematics computation in addition to fulfilling subject and credit requirements 
as shown on the chart above, and pass the High School Exit Exam in order to 
graduate,  

 

Subject Units Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

English 40 English I English II English III English IV 

Mathematics 

(Algebra I in 8
th
 or HS) 

30     

Science- Life/Phys. 

Science 

20     

Physical Education 20 PE 9 PE 

Course 

  

Social Studies 30  World 

History 

US 

History 

Amer. 

Gov/Econ 

Fine Arts or Foreign 

Lang. 

10     

Electives 80     

Total 230     

 
 

Promotion/Retention Credit Guidelines  

  

    Grade 9             0-50 Credits 

    Grade 10       51-100 Credits 

    Grade 11      101-155 Credits 

    Grade 12      156-230 Credits 

 

 

Freshman 

 

Sophomore 

 

Junior  

 

Senior 

 

  1
st
 Sem 

 30 Credits 

 

 90 Credits 

 

150 Credits 

 

210 Credits 

  2
nd

 Sem 

 60 Credits 

 

120 Credits 

 

180 Credits 

 

230-240 Cr. 
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Schedule Changes and Level Changes 
 

1. Schedule changes create significant problems for students.  The master schedule of classes 

and the assignment of teachers to teach those classes are based on courses students chose 

in the spring; therefore, CHANGES ARE MADE FOR  ACADEMIC 

MISPLACEMENT OR COMP UTER ERROR ONLY .   NO CHANGES will be 

made in the elective program. 
 

2. Students wishing to DROP a class must do so during the first three weeks of the first 

semester of a year-long class, with parental and administrative approval.  This change will 

only be made if the student schedule and master schedule contractual limits permit. 

 

3. Students who drop a class after the third week of the first semester of a year-long course 

will receive a grade of ñWFò symbolizing ñwithdraw failure.ò  

 

4. A student who wishes to transfer from his/her current class to a lower level class (such as 

Algebra II/Trig to Algebra II) may do so during the first quarter with approval from both 

teachers involved, parent, and administrator.  His/her academic average to date will be 

carried forward to the new class; both teachers will agree on a first quarter grade. The new 

teacher will give a second quarter grade and semester grade. 

 

5. Classes are not changed due to teacher preferences. Only when a parent, student, teacher, 

and administrator are in agreement that a change is in the best interest of a student, will a 

change be made. In those special cases, the following process will be followed: 

 
First Parent/teacher conference 

Second Vice Principal/Dept. Chair/teacher/parent/student conference 

Á Vice Principal/Dept. Chair advise principal of recommendation 

to change or not to change. 

Á Vice Principal informs teacher/parent regarding decision 

Third Parent can appeal decision to principal 

 

 

6. The Mt. Diablo Unified School District requires all students to enroll in six classes each 

semester.  Seniors may petition to the principal for a 5-period day if the specific criteria of 

190 credits and a GPA of 2.5 or higher are met.   
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Concurrent Enrollment Process 
 

1. Students Plan Ahead:  Students choosing to take classes for enrichment or credit during 

the summer at Diablo Valley College or Los Medanos College need to make sure that they 

have a district concurrent enrollment form approved by the Student Services 

Administrator prior to the end of school in June.  Forms are available in the Student 

Services office. 

 

2. Parents and Students:  Donôt risk forgoing a course this summer because you did not get 

your form approved in time!  The last day a school administrator is available to approve 

the concurrent enrollment form for you is the last day of school.   Forms will not be filled 

out by District administrators during the summer months. 

 

 

8
th 

Grade Parent Planning 
 

Parent, student and 8
th
 grade teacher participation is necessary for the correct 9

th
 grade course 

selections. In an attempt to begin to standardize the requirements for 8
th
 graders to select 

certain math, science and foreign language classes at the high school level, the department 

chairpersons from Foothill Middle School articulated with the departments at Northgate High 

School.   

 

The discussions were an attempt to clearly define the academic and maturity levels necessary 

for advanced math, foreign languages and biology.  This resulted in the proposal for teachers 

at the middle school level to come to a conclusion on overall ability and performance, and 

then sign the course selection cards after the second quarter.  A change list could be 

submitted in late May, in the cases of a studentôs grade dramatically rising or falling.  

Northgate High Schoolôs ñteacher recommendation overrideò forms are available to parents 

who disagree with a teacherôs recommendation but parents and students are cautioned that the 

override procedure differs significantly from that of the middle school.  Please read the form 

carefully. 

 

Rationale:  Northgate High School remains impacted and many classes run at capacity or 

over each year which limits movement after the start of the school year.  This means that pre-

planning for your studentôs selections is critical and that changes are rarely possible after the 

start of school.  A student unprepared for Geometry or Biology and receiving a ñDò or ñFò in 

the class at the first quarter will  have to remain in that class for the remainder of the year. 

Please discuss this issue with your student and their middle school teachers if your studentôs 

potential now falls within the ñCò to ñC-ò grade range. 
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¶ Math Department 
 

Algebra I recommendations:  Successful completion of Pre-Algebra 2 at middle 

school with first and second quarter grades of ñC+ò or better.  Math teacherôs 

signature denotes verification of math grades and performance during the first half of 

8
th
 grade, and a recommendation of student for the class.  If performance dramatically 

changes during the second half of the year, the recommendation may change. 

 

Geometry recommendations:  Successful completion of Algebra with first and second 

quarter grades of ñBò or better. Geometry is considered a 10
th
 grade math class, with 

approximately one-third of our freshmen qualified to take the class.  A math teacherôs 

signature denotes verification of math grades and performance during the first half of 

8
th
 grade, and a recommendation of student for the class.  If performance dramatically 

changes during the second half of the year, the recommendation may change. 

 

¶ Science Department 
 

Biology recommendations: Successful completion of 8
th
 grade science with first and 

second quarter grades of ñBò or better, a review of 6
th
 and 7

th
 grades science grades for 

an average of ñBò or better, and a recommendation of the science teacher.  

 

¶ World  Language Department 
 

Spanish II and French II recommendations:  Successful completion of level I class 

with semester grades of ñB-ò or better, review of middle school grades for a teacher 

recommendation to these classes, usually comprised of an equal number of 

sophomores. 
 

 

 

The Advanced Placement Program 

 
Advanced Placement courses offer our students the opportunity to enroll in college level work 

while still in high school.  The courses are available to qualified, academically talented 

students in the eleventh and twelfth grades.   According to their AP examination performance, 

students MAY  receive college credit for each examination taken.  Based upon the number of 

AP courses taken, it is possible for a student who is successful on the exams to enter college 

at the sophomore level. Enrollment is limited.  Once enrolled into an AP course, students are 

expected to make a commitment to complete both semesters.   

 

REGISTRATION FOR AP TESTS TAKES PLACE IN  EARLY FEBRUARY.  

A SHORT, LATE REGIS TRATION OPPORTUNITY IS AVAILABLE, 

WITH A $40 LATE REGI STRATION FEE.    
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COLLEGE REQUIREMENTS AND GUIDANCE SECTION 

 
College Entrance Examinations 
 
The ACT and SAT are college entrance examinations.  Both are accepted  and used 

interchangeably by colleges and universities.  It is not necessary to take both tests.  

Information about testing dates and registration may be obtained in the Northgate 

High School College and Career Center, and at test web sites:  

www.collegeboard.com or www.actstudent.org  

 

¶ ACT 
The American College Test is designed to measure academic achievement in 

four broad content areas, the ability to reason, and the application of 

problem-solving skills.  The test takes approximately three hours and covers 

English usage, mathematics, science reasoning, and reading.  The score is 

based on the number of correct answers given with no penalty for wrong 

guesses.  The ACT  is accepted by colleges and universities nationwide. 

Cost:  $32; ACT plus writing, $47 

 

¶ PSAT 
The Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test is a practice SAT given once a 

year on the third Saturday in October.  This test, when taken in the junior 

year, is used to qualify juniors for the National Merit Scholarship Program.  

Sophomores who have completed Geometry may want to take the PSAT as 

a practice test.  Cost:  $22 

 

¶ PLAN 
PLAN is the practice version of the ACT (American College Test).  A 

sophomore who has not completed Geometry, but wants to take a practice 

test, should consider this alternative.  It includes an occupational interest 

inventory.  PLAN will be administered in late October or early November at 

one of the district high schools.  Cost:  $22 

 

¶ SAT  Reasoning Test 
The SAT is designed to measure  aptitude in reading, writing and 

mathematics.  The test takes about four hours.  There is a scoring penalty for 

incorrect guesses. This test is accepted by most colleges and universities 

nationwide. 

Cost:  $45 

 

¶ SAT  Subject Tests 
Some colleges and universities require a student to take one or more subject 

tests. The University of California requires two subject tests.  See page 15 for 

more information about UC testing requirements.    Students are given one 

hour for each test.  It is advisable to take these as soon as possible after 

completing a specific subject.  The SAT Subject Tests offered are: 

 

http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.actstudent.org/
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American History    Literature    

World History     Chinese with Listening 

Chemistry     French 

Biology, Molecular or Ecological  French with Listening 

Physics     Modern Hebrew 

Mathematics Level I, II   Spanish 

German     Spanish with Listening 

German with Listening   Latin 

Italian      Japanese with Listening 

 

Be sure to check the requirements of the colleges you are interested in before 

deciding which tests to take.  Cost:  Minimum of $29 - varies with tests 

taken. 

 
Advanced Placement Tests 

 

The Advanced Placement (AP) Program is a program of college-level courses and exams for 

secondary school students.  Many colleges give credit and/or advanced course placement to 

students who score 3 or above.  The examinations are scored on a five point scale:  5 

(extremely well-qualified) to 1 (no recommendation).  Each three hour test is administered 

annually during the month of May.  Registration takes place in early February.  Obtain a 

registration form from the College and Career Center or Treasurerôs Office.  Cost:  $92 per 

test (tentative) 
 

Independent Colleges and Universities 
 
Admissions requirements vary at private and out-of-state colleges and universities.  The 

University of California configuration of course requirements will generally meet or surpass 

requirements at private colleges.  Most colleges have course and testing requirements posted 

on their web sites.  Click on ñADMISSIONò or ñPROSPECTIVE STUDENTSò. 
 

Testing Programs 
 

There are a number of tests that high school students take during the course of their high 

school years.  Some tests are mandated by the State of California or by the Mt. Diablo 

Unified School District as part of the graduation requirements (examples:  CAHSEE and 

STAR).   Other testing may be optional depending upon the studentôs interests and 

educational goals.   
 
 

California State University Information   (CSU) 

 

The 23 campuses of the California State Universities are located in Bakersfield, Channel 

Islands (Ventura), Chico, Dominguez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton, Hayward, Humboldt, Long 

Beach, Los Angeles, Northridge, Pomona, Sacramento, San Diego, San Francisco, San Jose, 

San Luis Obispo, San Marcos, Monterey Bay, plus the Maritime Academy in Vallejo.   

 

The California State University selects applicants from the top one-third of Californiaôs high 

school graduates.  Admission is based on the studentôs grade point average and score on 

either the American College Test (ACT) with or without Writing, or SAT: Reasoning Test.  

The GPA is based on approved college preparatory classes completed in the 10th, 11th, and 
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12th grades, and includes bonus points for each C or better grade in UC-approved honors 

and Advanced Placement classes. 

 

To be eligible for admission to the system, but not necessarily to a specific campus or major, 

students with a recomputed grade point average below 3.0 must present a minimum 

corresponding ACT composite or SAT total score.  The higher the GPA, the lower the test 

scores required.  Students with a 3.00 or higher GPA are eligible with any score on the ACT 

or SAT.  Test scores will be required by impacted CSU campuses for students with 

GPAs over 3.0, however, and admission to these campuses will be selective. 

 

The academic subjects required for admission to California State campuses are aligned with 

the subjects required for admission to the University of California.   

 

CSU Subject Requirements 

 

Students will need to complete the following college preparatory subjects in high school 

with semester grades of  C or better: 

 

Á 4 years of English 

Á 3 years of Mathematics (through Intermediate Algebra) 

Á 2 years of Social Studies:  1 year of social science elective, 1 year of U.S. 

History/Government 

Á 2 years of Laboratory Science:  1 biological and 1 physical 

Á 2 years of the same Foreign Language 

Á 1 year of Visual or Performing Art 

Á 1 elective course from English, advanced mathematics, social studies, 

history, laboratory science, foreign language, or visual/performing art. 

 

 

 

University of California Information 

 
The ten campuses of the University of California are located in Berkeley, Davis, Irvine, Los 

Angeles, Riverside, San Diego, Santa Barbara, Santa Cruz, San Francisco, and Merced.  The 

San Francisco campus provides graduate programs in the health professions. 

 

The University of California selects students who rank in the top twelve and one half percent 

of Californiaôs high school graduates.  Admission eligibility is based on the studentôs grade 

point average in a specific sequence of high school courses referred to as the a-g subjects 

and a score on the American College Test (ACT with Writing) or SAT  Reasoning Test.  The 

University also uses scores from two SAT Subject Tests.  The University of California uses 

the highest total score from a single sitting of the SAT or ACT and the highest SAT Subject 

Test scores from two different academic areas.   The a-g GPA is based on approved college 

preparatory subjects completed in the 10th and 11th grades. 

 

A student is required to complete 15 a-g courses as described below with semester grades 

of C or better.  At least seven of the required full-year courses must be taken during the last 

two years of high school. 
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University of California a-g Subject Requirements 

 

a.  History 

Á Two years required.  One year of U.S. History or one semester of U.S. 

History and one semester of American Government, plus one year of World 

History. 

 

b.  English 

Á Four years of college preparatory English required.  

 

c.  Mathematics 

Á Three years of math through intermediate algebra are required.  Algebra I 

taken in the 8th grade may be used to fulfill part of this requirement.  Four 

years of math are recommended, as is enrollment in math during the senior 

year. 

 

d.  Laboratory Science 

Á Two years required, with course work in two of these three areas:  biology, 

chemistry, physics.  A third year of lab science is highly recommended. 

 

e.  World Language 

Á Completion of level two of a foreign language or its equivalent is required.  

The two years must be taken in the same language.  Level one may be 

completed in the 8th grade.  A third year of the same foreign language is 

highly recommended. 

 

f.  Visual and Performing Art 

Á One year required.  Any approved year-long course from the following 

visual and performing art areas is acceptable:  dance, drama/theater/film, 

music, visual arts. 

 

g.  College Prep Electives 

Á One year required.  A course to meet this requirement may be chosen from 

the following areas:  history, English, advanced mathematics, laboratory 

science, foreign language, social science, or an advanced visual or 

performing arts course.  Completing course work beyond the minimum 

requirements in categories a-f will satisfy this area requirement. 

 

UC and CSU Entrance Requirements 

 

College preparatory courses are indicated in this catalog as UC and/or CSU certified courses.   

 

UC and CSU Examination Requirements 

 

You must submit the following test scores: 

 

UC and CSU: 

Á Either the SAT Reasoning Test or the American College Test (ACT).  For 

UC, the scores on the SAT must be from the same sitting.  For CSU, 

students may use the highest sub-scores from different SAT test dates.  UC 

applicants who take the ACT must also take the optional writing test. 
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UC only: 

Á Two SAT Subject Tests.  Math II is acceptable but Math I is not.  Two tests 

must be from different subject areas.   In other words, you may not submit 

both World History and U.S. History scores to meet the subject test 

requirement.  UC will use the two highest scores from different areas if a 

student submits more than two subject tests scores.  The subject areas 

include math, history, science, literature, and foreign language.    

 

 

Community Colleges 

 
Diablo Valley College, Los Medanos, etc.  California citizens may enroll in any of the 

community colleges in this state.  One and two-year vocational programs, courses leading to 

an Associate of Arts or Science degree, as well as course work leading to a transfer to a four-

year college, are offered. Minimum eligibility for admission to a community college is any 

one of the following: (a) high school diploma, (b) passing score on the California High 

School Proficiency Exam, or (c) age 18.  Placement tests in math, English, and writing are 

required prior to enrollment, as is a full-day orientation (Counseling 095).  The required 

DVC placement tests are given at Northgate High School in March. 

 

     Whom to Contact . . . 

 

          Los Medanos College   Diablo Valley College 

             2700 East Leland                 321 Golf Club Road 

           Pittsburg, CA  94565   Pleasant Hill, CA  94523 

  (925) 439-2181        (925) 685-1310 

                       www.losmedanos.edu         www.dvc.edu  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.losmedanos.edu/
http://www.dvc.edu/


 17 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AND CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
A course may fill only one requirement.  Semester grades of ñCò or better are required for all classes. 

A B C D E F G 

ENGLISH SOC. STUDIES** MATH SCIENCE FOR. LANG. VISUAL AND ELECTIVES 

All of these: 2 years of these: 3 of these:   
(4 recommended) 

2 of these:  (3 recommended) 2 of these:   
(3 recommended) 
Must be the same 
language 

PERFORMING ART 
**1 year required 

 

1 year requiredðany 
full year of a course 
beyond the 
recommendation in the 
A-F requirements 
meets this requirement  

English I World History or World 
History AP 

Algebra I Biology French I, II, III  Citizen Law  

English II Plus Geometry Physiology  Art I, II, Advanced Geography  
English III or 
English III H 
 

U.S. History or 
U.S. History H or 

Algebra II or  
Algebra II/Trig. 

Chemistry I or 
Chemistry I H  or 
Chemistry AP 

 Ceramics I, II, 
Advanced 

Creative Writing ï (1 
sem) 

English IV or U.S. History AP OR *Adv. Math Topics Physics or 
Physics H 

 AP Studio Art 
AP Art History 

Economics 
Economics AP 
Economics H 

English IV H or U.S. History  
And 

Government 
(1 semester each, 
regular, honors, or AP) 
**For CSU admission, 

World History is not 

specifically required.   
Any other approved 

social studies course 

may be used to  
meet the second year of 

the social studies 

requirement. 

Pre-Calculus H 

Zoology German I, II, III Intro. to Film 
Advanced  Film 

Journalism (1 sem.) 
Journalism II 

*AP English 
Language 

Calculus AB/AP AP Biology German IV AP Dance  II 
Dance III/Arts 

International Relations 

 

Statistics AP 

UC -  Courses selected must 
represent two of these three 
disciplines:     Biology 

         Chemistry 
      Physics 

CSU requires one year of 
biological science and one year 
of physical science. Earth 
Science II will meet the physical 
science requirement, but GPS will 
not. 

German V Honors 
Mandarin I (Proposed) 

Drama I, II, III, 
Production Workshop 

Psychology 

 

 

Spanish I, II, III Photography I, II, 
Advanced, ROP Adv. 

Sociology 

  Spanish IV Honors/AP 
 

Vocal Music I, II, III Sports Medicine 

  Spanish Language V 
AP 

Orchestra Computer Programming 

   Instrumental Music II 
Instrumental Music III 
(Bands, Wind 
Ensemble) 

ROP Computer 
Programming 

  
   Earth Science II (CSU only)  ROP Art & Animation Earth Science II 
Note: The ñElectiveò category is optional. A student can meet the admission requirement by completing a total of 15 full-year courses, with semester grades of C or better, in the required 

categories: English, Social Studies, Mathematics, Science, Foreign Language, and Advanced Visual and Performing Art.  

* Pending District and University of California approval.  Underlined courses receive additional honors points when calculating a UC or CSU grade point average. 

KEY:     H = honors level course           AP = Advanced Placement course        AB = this course approximates the first semester of a full-year college course.   
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Alternative Educational Programs 

 
Mt. Diablo Unified School District offers a variety of alternative educational programs.  Each program 

provides specialized opportunities which lead to high school graduation, diploma equivalency testing, 

continuing educational opportunities and/or vocational/career training.  Placement to each program is 

through an application process with parent permission and administrator recommendation. Please contact 

the Student Services Coordinator for more information on Alternative Educational Programs. 

 

Olympic High School 

 
Program Description Eligibility/Age Range 

Requirements 

Location Availability  

An alternative educational program 

which specializes in: 

 1) individualized instruction 

through which students may learn 

at their own pace 

 2) community-based service 

learning and school-to-work 

programs  

 3) independent study alternatives 

for working students and 

 4) intensive guidance and student 

support services. 

16-18 years of age.  Special 

Education students must have 

an IEP designating Olympic 

High School as an appropriate 

educational delivery system 

2730 Salvio Street 

Concord, CA  

(925) 687-0363 

Open enrollment.  

Orientations held once 

a month. Olympic also 

offers a once-a-week 

program for students 

who work at least 32 

hours a week and 

cannot attend school 

fulltime. 

Participation Requirements 

Students must attend 5 class periods per day. 

To earn a diploma, students must earn 200 credits, meet district course requirements, and pass the High School Exit 

Exam (June, 2006) in English Language Arts & Math. 

One-day-a-week programðmust attend 5 periods on one day of the week. 

Must have a work permit and attend work experience class if under age 18. 

Must do homework on a weekly basis. 

Enrollment Procedures 

In-district students should see the Student Services Coordinator at their home schools. 

Students not currently enrolled in a district school should call Olympicôs Enrollment Coordinator at 687-0363 or 

come to Olympicôs Student Services office for an enrollment packet.  

One-Day-A-Week Program:  Enrollment in OHS through regular procedures.  Then see the Olympic High School 

student and Community Services Coordinator to enroll in the One-Day-A-Week Program. 

 

Horizons:  Center for Independent Study 

 
Program Description Eligibility /Age Range Requirements Location Availability  

An independent study 

option for students who 

are self-motivated and 

self-reliant , and who can 

learn on their own with a 

minimum of teacher 

instruction. 

 

Grades 7 ï 12.  Younger students may 

be enrolled on an exceptional basis.  

New students, 18 and older, do not 

qualify for this program, and are 

referred to adult education.  Special 

Education students must have an IEP 

designating Horizons:  Center for 

Independent Study as an appropriate 

educational delivery system. 

Pleasant Hill Adult 

Center 

3100 Oak Park Blvd. 

Pleasant Hill, CA 

Open enrollment.   

Participation Requirements 

Students must complete course work on their own for a minimum of 20-30 hours per week.  In additional to 

meeting with their CIS teacher one hour per week, students should plan to spend at least one more hour correcting 

homework and taking tests. 

To earn a diploma, students must earn 200 credits, meet the district course requirements, and pass the High School 

Exit Exam (June, 2006) in English Language Arts and Math. 

Students must be enrolled one semester and earn a minimum of 20 credits to be eligible for graduation. 
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Enrollment Procedures 

Enrollment is voluntary and students have the option to return to home school at any time. 

In-district students should see the Student Services Coordinator at their school to discuss whether Horizons: CIS is 

an appropriate alternative.  If it is appropriate, the parent/guardian fills out an application which is forwarded by the 

Student and Community Services Coordinator to the Horizons: CIS Admissions Committee for consideration. 

Students from outside the district should call the Horizons School registrar at 687-0374. 

 

Necessary Small High School 

 
Program Description Eligibility /Age Range 

Requirements 

Location Availability  

A small alternative 

educational program which 

provides students with the 

academic and life skills 

needed to support themselves 

and increase their 

opportunities for personal 

and academic growth 

Grade 8-12 students (must be at 

least 16 years of age) may be 

considered for enrollment after 

appropriate intervention at the home 

school has failed and enrollment in 

an alternative program seems more 

appropriate.  Special Education 

students must have an IEP 

designating Necessary Small High 

Schools as an appropriate education 

delivery system. 

The five Necessary 

Small High 

Schools are located 

throughout the 

district.  Two of 

them are located on 

comprehensive 

high school sites. 

Five of the schools 

enroll approximately 

40 students and have 

two teachers.  These 

schools often have 

waiting lists. 

Participation Requirements 

To earn a diploma, students must earn 200 credits, meet the district course requirements and pass the High School 

Exit Exams (June, 2006) in English Language Arts and Math. 

Enrollment Procedures 

Student or parent should contact the Student Services Coordinator at the studentôs home school. 

Enrollment is voluntary. 

Transition  

Students may graduate from this program. 

Students may transfer back to a comprehensive high school. 

Students may transfer to Olympic at age 16 or above. 

Students may be recommended to another program if they are not successful. 

 

Adult Education High School 

 
Program Description Eligibility/Age Range 

Requirements 

Location Availability  

Classes are available to 

comprehensive high school 

students who have 

permission to attend Adult 

Education to make up 

credits or improve a grade 

in a subject area for high 

school graduation. 

Students enrolled in comprehensive 

and continuation (concurrent) high 

school who need to repeat a course or 

improve a grade in an academic 

subject for his/her home high school.  

Minors admitted under limited and 

specific circumstances with approval 

from Adult Education vice principal 

in charge of high school diploma 

program. 

Loma Vista Adult 

Center 

1266 San Carlos 

Concord, CA   

(925) 685-7340 

Classes are available 

on open entry/open 

exit basis, depending 

upon space.  A wait 

list is occasionally in 

place (wait time is 

usually no longer 

than 2-3 weeks with 

priority given to adult 

students and 

concurrent seniors). 

Participation Requirements 

Students may not be absent for more than 25% of each week. 

Students must earn a minimum of .5 credits per week. 

Enrollment Procedures 

Students must submit High School Permission Form, signed by student, high school administrator and parent; after 

enrolling student, adult school staff signs permission form and sends a copy to home school. 

Students visit High School Diploma Office to inquire as to availability of space. 

Students complete registration card and review and sign Student Agreement form which outlines all rules and 

regulations. 

Upon completion of earned credits, grades are sent to home school for studentôs record. 
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Summer School 

 
Program Description Eligibility/Age Range 

Requirements 

Location Availability  

Provides a voluntary K-12 

education program during 

summer each year. 

Students K-12 are eligible to attend 

Summer School.  Studentsô grade 

level is based on grade currently 

attending in May of school year. 

Summer School 

Office (school sites 

vary on a yearly 

basis). 

3100 Oak Park 

Blvd. 

Pleasant Hill, CA 

Summer School 

brochures are 

distributed by the 

end of the third 

academic quarter.  

They are available at 

district schools and 

the Summer School 

Office.  For more 

information, please 

call 937-1530.  

Participation Requirements 

EnrichmentðCourses are provided for K-12 students as described in each yearôs brochure. 

Make-upðCourses are offered for 9-12 students who have previously taken and failed a course and need to retake 

the course in order to graduate on time.  Students who failed the course previously will receive five credits and a 

replacement grade assuming satisfactory completion of course requirements.  Students who passed the course 

previously but wish to improve their grade will receive a grade but not receive additional credits.  Students must 

attend a minimum of 25 days to receive credit for classes and/or take competency/proficiency tests.  A few classes 

are offered for first-time credit.  Check the Summer School brochure. 

Enrollment Procedures 

Follow procedures detailed in the Summer School Brochures distributed each April.  *A maximum of 10 credits 

may be taken during Summer School. 

Prior school approval will be required for enrollment in credit classes. 

Transition  

High school credits earned through MDUSD are transferred to the studentôs school of residence. 

 

California High School Proficiency Examination ~ {CHSPE} 

You can earn the legal equivalent of a high school diploma by proving your proficiency in basic 

skills through the California High School Proficiency Examination.  Contact the 

College/Career Counselor for more information.  You must be 16, or a second semester 

sophomore, to take this test.  For further information go to www.chspe.net    

 

Note:    Passing CHSPE does not exempt you from attending school unless you are 16 or 

over and have verified parental permission to leave early.  A student must be concurrently 

enrolled in high school while awaiting the test results.  Upon receipt of the test results, the 

student must bring the results to the school office as part of the drop process. 

 

Passing the CHSPE does not guarantee enrollment in college level classes at a community 

college.  Placement tests in English, Math, and Writing will also be required. 

 

GED Testing 

Students aged 18 and older who do not have a high school diploma are eligible to obtain a 

General Education Development (GED) certificate by earning a passing score on the GED Test.  

Instruction and counseling are available through Adult Education.  Call (925) 685-7340. 

 

All students should maintain their original copy of CHSPE or GED results. The school does not 

maintain these records.  

 
 
 
 

http://www.chspe.net/
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COURSE INFORMAT ION CHART  

The table below outlines the courses offered at NHS, listed alphabetically, along with the grade level at which each course may be 
taken.  Please consult the full course description on the page listed for information on prerequisites and UC/CSU subject 

requirement fulfillment. 
 
 
 
 

Course Course Title a-g  Grades Page 

 ARTS:  PERFORMING       

8710 Dance I    10 11 12 25 

8680 Dance II    10 11 12 25 

0945 Dance III  *   11 12 25 

0900 Drama I  * 9 10 11 12 26 

0910 Drama II  * 9 10 11 12 26 

0920 Drama III  *  10 11 12 27 

0920 Drama III -  Production Workshop  *  10 11 12 27 

4675 Instrumental Music - Band Auxiliary (Marching Band Fall Semester)   9 10 11 12 28 

4690 Instrumental Music II - Concert Band   * 9 10 11 12 28 

4980 Instrumental Music II - Orchestra * 9 10 11 12 29 

4710 Instrumental Music II - Stage Band * 9 10 11 12 29 

4700 Instrumental Music III - Jazz Ensemble  * 9 10 11 12 30 

4720 Instrumental Music III - Symphonic Band * 9 10 11 12 30 

4810 Instrumental Music III - Wind Ensemble * 9 10 11 12 31 

4890 Vocal Music I - Mixed Choir  * 9 10 11 12 31 

4880 Vocal Music II - Treble Choir (Bella Voce)  * 9 10 11 12 32 

4920 Vocal Music III -Vocal Ensemble  (Madrigals)  * 9 10 11 12 32 

 ARTS:  VISUAL                                               ____                   (CHART)      33 

4130 Art I  * 9 10 11 12 34 

4157 Art Design I ï Introduction to Animation  9 10 11 12 34 

4150 Art II Drawing & Painting  *  10 11 12 35 

4120 Art Advanced (Focus on Printmaking)  *  10 11 12 35 

4246 Advanced Art Design - Three Dimensional (Focus on Sculpture)  *  10 11 12 36 

4156 Art History AP  *   11 12 36 

4250 Ceramics I  * 9 10 11 12 37 

4260 Ceramics II  *  10 11 12 37 

4270 Ceramics Advanced  *   11 12 38 

4420 Photography Arts I  * 9 10 11 12 38 

7750 Photography Arts II  *  10 11 12 39 

7755 Photography, Advanced (ROP)  *   11 12 39 

4280 Studio Art AP - 2D Design  *  10 11 12 40 

4281 Studio Art AP - 3D Design  *  10 11 12 40 

4282 Studio Art AP - Drawing  *  10 11 12 41 

 CAREER/ELECTIVES/ROP       

6991 Careers in Teaching (ROP)    11 12 42 

6260 Computer Programming (ROP)  *   11 12 42 

0790 Journalism II (ROP)  *   11 12 43 

89210 Leadership ("A" Period)  9 10 11 12 43 

7735 Photography, Advanced (ROP)  *   11 12 44 

7400 Robotics Engineering Technology (ROP)  *   11 12 44 

68500 Sports Medicine (ROP)  *   11 12 45 

9101 Video Production    11 12 45 

9400 Work Experience Education     12 45 
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Course Course Title a-g  Grades Page 

 ENGLISH       

0010 English Language Arts I  * 9    46 

0060 English Language Arts II  *  10   46 

3070 English Language Arts III/American Threads  *   11  46 

0125 English Language Arts III/American Threads Honors *   11  47 

0126 English Language Arts III AP (Language & Composition)  *   11  47 

0190 English Language Arts IV (Literature)  *    12 48 

0215 English Language Arts IV Honors *    12 48 

0216 English Language Arts IV AP  *    12 48 

 ENGLISH ELECTIVES       

0673 Academic Literacy  9    49 

0650/0770 Creative Writing/Journalism  * 9 10 11 12 49 

0250 English Language Development (ELD)   9 10 11 12 50 

0840 Introduction to Film Study  *  10 11 12 50 

0845 Advanced Film Study  *  10 11 12 51 

0790 Journalism II (ROP)  *   11 12 51 

0860 Public Speaking I  9 10 11 12 51 

0810 Yearbook  9 10 11 12 52 

 MATHEMATICS                                                                               (CHART)      53 

9831 Advanced Math Topics  *   11 12 54 

1301 AIMS I (Academic Intervention for Introduction To Algebra Students)  9 10   54 

1302 AIMS II (Academic Intervention for Algebra I Students)  9 10 11 12 54 

1310 Algebra I  * 9 10 11 12 55 

1330 Algebra II  *  10 11 12 55 

1340 Algebra II/Trigonometry  *  10 11 12 55 

1375 Calculus AB AP Honors  *    12 56 

1320 Geometry  * 9 10 11 12 56 

1300 Introduction to Algebra I  9 10   56 

6041 Personal Finance     11 12 57 

1405 Pre-Calculus Honors  *   11 12 57 

1530 Statistics AP  *   11 12 57 

 PHYSICAL EDUCATION       

8970 Aerobics    10 11 12 59 

8710 Dance I   10 11 12 59 

8680 Dance II    10 11 12 60 

0945 Dance III  *   11 12 60 

8520 PE 9   9    58 

88870 Team Sports I  ("A" period)   10 11 12 61 

88990 Team Sports II ("A" period)   10 11 12 61 

8870 Team Sports I    10 11 12 61 

8990 Team Sports II    10 11 12 61 

8890 Weight Training I    10 11 12 62 

88480 Weight Training II ("A" period for Football Players by teacher approval)   10 11 12 62 

8480 Weight Training II    10 11 12 62 
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Course Course Title a-g  Grades Pages 

 SCIENCE LIFE/PHYSICAL       

2110 Biology I * 9 10 11 12 63 

82110 Biology I ñAò Period * 9 10 11 12 63 

2044 Biology AP Honors  *   11 12 63 

2270 Chemistry I  *  10 11 12 64 

2280 Chemistry I Honors  *  10 11 12 64 

2281 Chemistry I AP *   11 12 65 

2390 Earth Science II  *   11 12 65 

2362 Environmental Science AP  *   11 12 66 

2500 General Physical Science    11 12 66 

2720 Physics  *   11 12 67 

2725 Physics Honors  *   11 12 67 

2840 Physiology  *  10 11 12 68 

2920 Zoology  *   11 12 68 

 SOCIAL STUDIES       

3141 AP Economics *    12 70 

3280 US Government  *    12 69 

3150     Economics  *    12 69 

3275 US Government Honors  *    12 69 

3142     Economics Honors  *    12 70 

3080 US History/American Threads  *   11  70 

3532 U.S. History/American Threads - Honors  *   11  71 

3531 US History/American Threads AP  *   11  71 

3490 World History  *  10   72 

3540 World History AP  *  10 11 12 72 

 SOCIAL STUDIES ELECTIVES       

4156 AP Art History  *  10 11 12 72 

3510 AP European History  *   11 12 72 

3690 Citizen Law A/B * 9 10 11 12 72 

3497 Ethnic Studies   9 10 11 12 74 

3610 Geography  * 9 10   74 

3495 International Relations  * 9 10 11 12 74 

3770 Psychology  *  10 11 12 75 

3870 Sociology  *   11 12 75 

 WORLD LANGUAGES       

5050 French I  * 9 10 11 12 76 

5060 French II  * 9 10 11 12 76 

5070 French III  *  10 11 12 76 

5701 French IV *   11 12 77 

5140 French V AP *   11 12 77 

5155 French VI AP/Honors *   11 12 78 

5280 German I  * 9 10 11 12 76 

5290 German II  * 9 10 11 12 76 

5300 German III  *  10 11 12 76 

5380 German IV AP  *   11 12 77 

5381 German V Honors  *   11 12 77 

5701 Mandarin I   9 10 11 12 76 

5700 Spanish I  * 9 10 11 12 76 

5710 Spanish II  * 9 10 11 12 76 

85720 Spanish III ("A" Period) * 9 10 11 12 76 

5720 Spanish III  * 9 10 11 12 76 

5821 Spanish IV Honors  *  10 11 12 77 

5840 Spanish Language V AP  *   11 12 77 
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PERFORMING ARTS 

 

Dance I  

 

COURSE NUMBER:  8710 

DEPARTMENT:   Physical Education 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   10-12   

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirement 

PREREQUISITES:  None 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Dance I is a class that introduces students to the study of fundamental forms of movement which will allow them to 

create their own dance compositions.  Students will study different dance styles and forms which will include 

historical and cultural information on dance.  This class is designed for all students with or without previous 

experience in dance and can prepare students for more advanced classes. 

 

Dance II  

 

COURSE NUMBER-   8680  

DEPARTMENT:   Physical Education 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   10-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

              REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirement and the U.C. ñfò 

requirement 

PREREQUISITES: Dance I or equivalent experience with teacher recommendation 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Dance II is an intermediate class that focuses on more advanced movement techniques, choreography and 

performance skills.  Students will continue to study different dance styles such as ballet, jazz, modern and ethnic 

forms which will include historical and cultural information on dance. This class is designed for all students who 

have successfully completed Dance I or have demonstrated to the instructor sufficient knowledge and skill. 

 

Dance III  

      

COURSE NUMBER:  0920  

DEPARTMENT:   Visual &  Performing Arts   

GRADE LEVEL(S):   11-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirement and the U.C. ñfò 

requirement 

PREREQUISITES: Dance I or Dance II or equivalent experience with teacher 

recommendation/audition in the spring 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Dance III is an advanced level class that focuses on performance and production.  Students will continue to refine 

dance techniques, and develop their appreciation of different historical and contemporary styles.  This class is 

designed for more advanced students interested in performance and production. 

 

DANCE II or DANCE III may be used to meet the Fine Arts/Foreign Language requirement for high school 

graduation when the P.E. requirement has been met.   
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Drama Philosophy  

 

The dramatics program at Northgate High School is based on the premise that every student has the capacity to 

create, to communicate, to solve problems individually and cooperatively.  Our drama classes will develop each 

studentôs dramatic imagination, problem solving and communicative potential through their participation in the 

dramatic process which includes not only written or literary drama, but also such non-literary modes as mime, 

improvisation, movement, development of the senses, oral communication, theatre games and such artistic and 

technical elements as writing, directing, costumes/makeup, publicity, props and lights/sound.  It will further include 

other forms of expression such as music, movement, the visual arts, electronic media (video) and film. 

 

Drama I  

  

COURSE NUMBER:  0900 

DEPARTMENT:   Visual & Performing Arts  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   9-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirement and the CSU Visual 

and Performing Art ñfò requirement. 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Drama I is a beginning class open to students in grades 9-12.  Students will practice the techniques of acting and 

perform scenes. Play production, theatre history, and theatre of other cultures are also introduced.  Students will also 

develop the ability to evaluate the different aspects of theatre.  Students will study the techniques of acting and 

performing scenes for other students.  Play production and the history of theatre and theatre of other cultures are 

also a part of this class.  Students will also develop the ability to evaluate different styles of acting.  Projects include 

studying Shakespearean characters and major British and American playwrights. 

 

 

Drama II   

  

COURSE NUMBER:  0910 

DEPARTMENT:   Visual & Performing Arts  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   9-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirement and the CSU Visual 

and Performing Art ñfò or ñgò requirement. 

PREREQUISITES: Drama I or equivalent experience with teacher recommendation 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Drama II is designed as an intermediate class in dramatics.  The class places stress on the refinement and 

development of the principles learned in Drama I. 
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Drama III  

 

COURSE NUMBER:  0920 

DEPARTMENT:   Visual & Performing Arts  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   10-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirement and the CSU Visual 

and Performing Art ñfò or ñgò requirement. 

PREREQUISITES: Drama I or II, or equivalent experience with  

 teacher recommendation 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Drama III places stress on the refinement and development of the principles learned in Drama I and Drama II.  

Advanced students are expected to participate in all major productions.  Senior Drama students are expected to 

either act in and/or direct one-act plays, plus advance scenes from classical and contemporary theatre.  Students will 

work on vocal and physical exercises as well as advanced scene study.  Additional projects include studying a non-

American classical play, creating childrenôs theatre and a playwright project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drama III -Production Workshop  

 

COURSE NUMBER:  0920 

DEPARTMENT:   Visual & Performing Arts  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   10-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirement and the CSU Visual 

and Performing Art ñfò or ñgò requirement. 

PREREQUISITES: C or better in Drama III, audition required  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This is an advanced Drama III class for students with previous acting and technical experience. Using an ensemble 

approach, students will explore the steps in preparing and presenting a play before an audience.  Students will be 

selected by audition.  In Production Workshop, students learn about all aspects of theatre production.  This ñtotalityò 

of theatre allows the student to integrate, practice and display their knowledge before live audiences for evaluation.  

This class will include:  preparation and presentation of two ï three major plays each year, as well as the opportunity 

to work on student directed/written projects. 
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INSTRUMEN TAL MUSIC  

 

 

 
 

Band Auxiliary    

 

COURSE NUMBER:  4675 

DEPARTMENT:   Visual & Performing Arts  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   10-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   First Semester 

 REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective 

PREREQUISITES: Orientation clinic, competitive audition, teacher permission 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Band Auxiliary is a one-semester course which provides students with an opportunity to develop skills in the areas 

that provide visual support to the performance of the Marching Band. Students learn to use dance steps, hand 

motions, school I.D. letters and/or flags in rhythmic accompaniment to the Marching Band and to amplified 

recorded music. This class is a part of Marching Band during the fall semester. Students are evaluated and grades are 

awarded for work and participation both during class and during rehearsals and performances outside school time. 

 

 

 

 

 

Instrumental Music II  - Concert Band  

      

COURSE NUMBER:  4690 

DEPARTMENT:   Visual & Performing Arts  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   9-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH  OF COURSE:  One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  This course fulfills the one year Fine Arts requirement and the U.C. ñfò 

requirement 

PREREQUISITES: Instrumental Music I or equivalent experience with teacher 

recommendation 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Concert Band ï Instrumental Music II is open to students in grades 9-12 by teacher recommendation.  Students will 

learn proper instrumental techniques and rehearse and perform instrumental music of different styles, cultures, and 

periods.  Performances for school, the community, and music festivals are an important part of the program.  This 

class is designed for all students with some previous experience in instrumental music and can prepare students for 

more advanced classes.  Marching band will be a part of the activity of this band.  The music teacher can supply 

additional information regarding this part of the program. 
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Instrumental Music II - Orchestra  

      

COURSE NUMBER:  4980 

DEPARTMENT:   Visual & Performing Arts  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   9-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  This course fulfills the one year Fine Arts requirement and the U.C. ñfò 

requirement 

PREREQUISITES: Instrumental Music I or equivalent experience with teacher 

recommendation 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Orchestra ï Instrumental Music II is a course in orchestral music of different styles and periods.  Students must 

possess some ability to perform on their instrument.  At times, the group will perform as a full orchestra with the 

addition of wind and percussion players.  A number of concerts will be performed each year for the general public 

and at music festivals.  This class is open to students who already play a string instrument, but with teacher 

permission a student who wishes to learn to play an instrument could be accepted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instrumental Music II - Stage Band   

COURSE NUMBER:  4710 

DEPARTMENT:   Visual & Performing Arts  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   9-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  This course fulfills the one year Fine Arts requirement and the U.C. ñfò 

requirement 

PREREQUISITES: Instrumental Music I or equivalent experience with teacher 

recommendation 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Stage Bandï Instrumental Music II is an introductory course in playing jazz.  Students must be able to play their 

instrument with a fair degree of skill.  The music will consist of different styles of commercial music and jazz.  

Students will begin to develop the skills of improvisation and knowledge of harmony.  The stage band will make a 

number of public performances during the year.  Membership in the group is by teacher recommendation to insure 

that the students have sufficient skills in playing their instrument to benefit from the class and to maintain a balanced 

instrumentation. 

 

Instrumental Music III - Jazz Ensemble   

   
COURSE NUMBER:  4700 

DEPARTMENT:   Visual & Performing Arts  
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GRADE LEVEL(S):   9-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

 REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  This course fulfills the one year Fine Arts requirement and the U.C. ñfò 

requirement 

PREREQUISITES: Instrumental Music I or II, or equivalent experience with teacher 

recommendation 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Jazz Band ï Instrumental Music III is an advanced course in jazz.  Students must be able to play their instrument 

with a high degree of skill.  The music will consist of professional level commercial and jazz music.  Students will 

be expected to improvise with some skill and to know and understand the harmonic structure of the music that is 

played.  Students will be encouraged to write for this ensemble.  The jazz band will perform on many occasions for 

the general public at music festivals.  Membership in the group is by teacher recommendation to insure that the 

students have a high level of musical skill and to maintain a balanced instrumentation. 

 

 

 

 

Instrumental Music III - Symphonic Band   

  
COURSE NUMBER:  4720 

DEPARTMENT:   Visual & Performing Arts  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   9-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  This course fulfills the one year Fine Arts requirement and the U.C. ñfò 

requirement 

PREREQUISITES: Instrumental Music II or equivalent experience with teacher 

recommendation 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Symphonic Band-Instrumental Music III is an advanced instrumental music class.  Students must be able to play 

their instrument with a high degree of skill, and teacher recommendation is required for enrollment in this class.  

This band will give a number of performances for the general public and at music festivals.  Marching band will be a 

part of the activity of this band.  The music teacher can supply information regarding this part of the program.  

Membership in this band is by teacher recommendation. 
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Instrumental Music III  - Wind Ensemble  

 

COURSE NUMBER:  4810 

DEPARTMENT:   Visual & Perfor ming Arts 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   9-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  This course fulfills the one year Fine Arts requirement and the U.C. ñfò 

requirement 

PREREQUISITES: Instrumental Music I or equivalent experience with teacher 

recommendation 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Wind Ensemble-Instrumental Music III is an advanced instrumental music class open to any students in grades 9-12.  

Students will learn proper instrumental techniques and rehearse and perform music of an advanced degree of 

difficulty and of different styles, cultures, and periods.  Performances for school, the community, and music festivals 

are an important part of the program.  Students may enroll only with the teacher permission.  The music teacher can 

supply additional information regarding this class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHORAL MUSIC AND THEORY 
 
 

 

Vocal Music I - Mixed Choir  

  

COURSE NUMBER:  4890 

DEPARTMENT:   Visual & Performing Arts  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   9-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirement and the CSU Visual 

and Performing Art ñfò requirement.   

PREREQUISITES:  None 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Mixed Chorus ï Vocal Music I is a course open to students in grades 9-12.  Students will learn proper vocal 

techniques and will rehearse and perform choral music of different styles, cultures, and periods.  Performances for 

school, community, and music festivals are an important part of the program.  This class is designed for all students 

with or without previous experience in music and can prepare students for more advanced classes.  Performances, 

as well as outside rehearsals, are mandatory. 
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Vocal Music II ð Treble Choir (Bella Voce)  

  
COURSE NUMBER:  4880 

DEPARTMENT:   Visual & Performi ng Arts 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   9-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirement and the CSU Visual 

and Performing Art ñfò or ñgò requirement. 

PREREQUISITES: Audition in early March of 2011 or approval by teacher. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Treble Choir ï Vocal Music II is a class open to students in grades 9-12 whose voice range is soprano or alto.  

Students will learn the elements of vocal techniques and music reading, and sing a wide variety of selections 

representing different styles, cultures, and periods.  Performances for school, community and at music festivals are 

an important part of the class instruction.  Membership is by audition or teacher recommendation.  Performances, 

as well as outside rehearsals, are mandatory. 
 

 

 

 

Vocal Music III  - Vocal Ensemble (Madrigals)  

      

COURSE NUMBER:  4920 

DEPARTMENT:   Visual & Performing Arts  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   9-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirement and the CSU Visual 

and Performing Art ñfò requirement. 

PREREQUISITES: Audition in early March 2011, Vocal Music I and/or II recommended. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Vocal Ensemble ï Vocal Music III is open to students in grades 9-12 by teacher recommendation and who can 

demonstrate advanced skill and knowledge of vocal techniques, elements of music and interpretation of musical 

styles, periods, and cultures.  The Ensemble performs on many occasions for school and community and at music 

festivals.  Performances, as well as outside rehearsals, are mandatory. 
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4130 Art I  
Students select an emphasis in one of the 

following:   

Drawing and Painting or 

Sculpture or  Digital Art 

 

4150 Art II: 

Drawing and 

Painting 

 

4282 Studio 

Art AP 

(Drawing) 

 

4120 Art 

Advanced 

(focus on 

Printmaking)  
Students begin to 

develop a Breadth 

of work for their 

portfolio 

 

4280 

Studio 

Art AP  

(2-D 

Design) 

 

4250 

Ceramics I 

 

4420 

Photography 

Arts 

 

7750 

Photo Arts II  

 

4260  

Ceramics II 

 

4270 

Ceramics 

Advanced 

 

7755  

Advanced 

Photography 

(ROP) 

 

4156  

AP Art 

History~ 
We recommend 

art majors take 

this course their 

junior year.  Other 

students may take 

it junior or senior 

year. 

9101  

Video 

Production I 

 

4281 

AP Studio Art 

AP (3-D 

Design) 

 

4246 Advanced 

Art Design 3D 

 

VISUAL ART  

 

  

Level One 
 

 

  

 

 

 

Level Two 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Level  
Three  
and Four 
 

 

 

 

 
We recommend art majors take 2 art courses their junior and senior year, including AP Art History when appropriate. To enroll in AP Art History students must have completed World History, but donôt need to be an art 

major.  Art I students that complete an emphasis in digital arts may advance to Photo Arts II. 
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Art I  

 

COURSE NUMBER:  4130 

DEPARTMENT:   Visual &  Performing Arts  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   9-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective-This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirement and the 

U.C. /C.S.U. ñfô requirement 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Students will select two of the following areas of emphasis: digital arts, or sculpture, or drawing/painting.  

Based on enrollment, the student will spend a semester focusing on the areas of emphasis they have chosen.  For 

instance, a student might have one semester in drawing/painting and another semester in sculpture or digital art.  

Or they might have one semester in sculpture and another in drawing/painting.  The Art Department will do 

their best to place you in your selected area of emphasis. 

 

Art I is a class that introduces students to the elements of art and principals of design.  The history and criticism 

of visual arts are presented through the use of projects, lectures, films, and slides.  This class provides a basic 

understanding of how to see, evaluate, and interpret experience through a variety of media.  The student will 

respond to, analyze, and make judgments about form, content, techniques, and purpose in works of art as 

evidenced by creation/evaluation of portfolios.  Basic tools and techniques are explained, demonstrated, and 

practiced to promote creative expressing through active student participation.  This course supports cross-

curricular learning and basic school-to-career awareness.  Art I is designed for all students with or without 

previous experience in the visual arts and can prepare students for more advanced classes. 

 
 

Art Design I ð Introduction to Animation  

 
COURSE NUMBER:  4157 

DEPARTMENT:   Visual &  Performing Arts  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   9-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective-This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirement and the 

U.C. /C.S.U. ñfô requirement 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 
This Art class will focus on beginning animation.  You will spend one semester studying the human figure, 

drawing characters, creating worlds and learning basic design and painting techniques.  During the other 

semester you will begin to learn the basics of movement, simple animation techniques, and you will build 

environments using Google Sketchup.  This class introduces students to the elements of art and principals of 

design.  The history and criticism of visual arts are presented through the use of projects, lectures, films, and 

slides.  This class provides a basic understanding of how to see, evaluate, and interpret experience through a 

variety of media.  The student will respond to, analyze, and make judgments about form, content, techniques, 

and purpose in works of art as evidenced by creation/evaluation of portfolios.  Basic tools and techniques are 

explained, demonstrated, and practiced to promote creative expressing through active student participation.  This 

course supports cross-curricular learning and basic school-to-career awareness.  This class is designed for all 

students with or without previous experience in the visual arts and can prepare students for more advanced 

classes. 
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Art II Drawing & Painting  

      

COURSE NUMBER:  4150 

DEPARTMENT:   Visual &  Performing Arts  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   10-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective-This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirement and the 

U.C. / C.S.U. ñfò or ñgò requirement 

PREREQUISITES: Art I or equivalent experience with instructor approval 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This is an advanced drawing and painting class that expands studentsô knowledge and abilities in the 

fundamentals and principles of two-dimensional art forms.  The history and criticism of these forms are 

presented through the use of projects, lectures, and visual materials.  This class provides an expanded 

understanding of how to see, evaluate, and interpret experience through drawing and painting styles and 

techniques such as perspective, contour, gesture, portrait, figure, landscape, non-objective, and abstract.  The 

students will respond to, analyze, and make judgments about form, content, technique, and purpose in works of 

art as evidenced by the creation and evaluation of portfolios.  Related tools and techniques are explained, 

demonstrated, and practiced to promote creative expression through active student participation.  Work outside 

of class is required, for example:  portfolio or project preparation, reading, writing, or critical viewing where 

appropriate.  This course continues cross-curricular and school to career awareness. 

 

 

 

 

Art, Advanced  (Focus on Printmaking)  

 

COURSE NUMBER:  4120 

DEPARTMENT:   Visual &  Performing Arts  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   10-12  

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Semester-may be repeated for credit  

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective-This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirement and the 

U.C. /C.S.U. ñfò  or ñgò requirement 

PREREQUISITES: The successful completion of Art I and Art II, equivalent courses, or 

instructor approval  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This is an advanced course of study in art with the intent of developing a portfolio of work that exhibits an in-

depth understanding of visual relationships, aesthetics, and a variety of media.  Students will develop their own 

projects with the approval and direction of the instructor.  Art of regional civilizations as well as contemporary 

art will be explored.  Works of art will be examined in terms of their historical precedents and their elements and 

principles of design.  Students will also investigate the influence of new technology and materials on works of 

art and experiment with technological development.  This course enhances cross-curricular experiences and 

school to career opportunities.  Students who repeat this course for credit will demonstrate higher levels of 

investigation and study in each repeated semester. 
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Advanced Art Design ð Three Dimensional    (Focus on Sculpture)  

 

COURSE NUMBER:  4246 

DEPARTMENT:   Visual &  Performing Arts  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   10-12  

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH O F COURSE:  One Semester/year (may be repeated for credit) 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective-This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirement and the 

U.C. / C.S.U. ñfò or ñgò requirement 

PREREQUISITES: Art Design-There-Dimensional or Art and Art Design-Two/Three 

Dimensional or equivalent experience with instructor approval. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Advanced Art Design-Three Dimensional is a second-year course that expands studentsô knowledge and abilities 

I the fundamentals and principals of three-dimensional visual art forms.  The history and criticism of these forms 

are presented through the use of projects, lectures, and visual materials.  This class provides understanding of 

how to see, evaluate and interpret experience through a variety of such media.  Related tools and techniques are 

explained, demonstrated and practiced to promote creative expression through active student participation.  

Work outside of class is required, for example: portfolio or project preparation, reading, writing, or critical 

viewing where appropriate.  This class is designed for all students with previous experience in the visual arts 

who are prepared for an advanced level of three-dimensional design. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art History   AP  

 

COURSE NUMBER:  4156 

DEPARTMENT:   Misc. 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One year 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   11 and 12  

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective 

PREREQUISITES: World History & Sophomore English 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

The AP® Art History course prepares students for the AP Art History Exam. The course covers art from the 

Paleolithic period through postmodernism and is designed to provide students with the same material covered in 

an introductory college course in art history. Students gain knowledge of architecture, sculpture, painting, and 

other art forms within diverse historical and cultural contexts.  Students examine and critically analyze major 

forms of artistic expression from the past and present and from a variety of European and non-European cultures. 

In this course students engage in both visual and historical study about art and its contexts. Students develop an 

understanding of artworks in their context, considering issues of patronage, gender, politics, religion, and 

ethnicity. Attention is given to the interpretation of a work of art based upon its intended use, audience, and the 

role of both the artist and work of art in a particular society. Throughout the study of AP Art History, students 

examine how and why the work looks the way it does, what it means within its particular context, and how and 

why it has this meaning.  
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Ceramics I   

 

COURSE NUMBER:  4250 

DEPARTMENT:   Visual & Performing Arts  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   9-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective-This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirement and the 

U.C. / C.S.U. ñfò 

 Requirement  

PREREQUISITES:  None 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Ceramics I is a class that introduces students to the fundamentals and principles of the visual arts and is open to 

any student in grades 9-12.  The history and criticism of visual arts are presented through the use of projects, 

lectures, films and slides.  This class provides a basic understanding of how to see, evaluate and interpret 

experience through a variety of media.  Basic tools and techniques* are explained, demonstrated and practiced to 

promote creative expression through active student participation.  This class is designed for all students with or 

without previous experience in the visual arts and can prepare students for more advanced classes.    

 

*techniques are pinch, coil, slab, wheel, sculpture, decorating, and glazing works made of clay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ceramics II  
 

COURSE NUMBER:  4260 

DEPARTMENT:   Visual & Performing Arts  

GRADE LEVEL(S):  10-12 (or successful completion of 10 high school credits in Ceramics I) 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective-This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirement and the 

U.C. /C.S.U. ñfô or ñgò requirement  

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Ceramics I, or demonstrated ability with 

instructorôs approval 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Ceramics II is an advanced class that expands studentsô knowledge and abilities in the fundamentals and 

principles of three-dimensional visual art forms.  The history and criticism of ceramics are presented through the 

use of projects, lectures, and visual arts materials.  This class provides understanding of how to see, evaluate and 

interpret experience through projects such as:  wheel throwing, casting, slab, coil, sculpting, glazing, painting, 

and firing methods.  Related tools and techniques are explained, demonstrated and used to promote creative 

expression through active student participation.  Work outside of class is required, for example:  project 

preparation, reading, writing, or critical viewing where appropriate.  This class is designed for all students with 

successful experience in Ceramics I who are prepared for a more advanced level of ceramics. 
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Ceramics Advanced  

          
COURSE NUMBER:  4270 

DEPARTMENT:   Visual & Performing Arts  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   11-12 (or successful completion of 20 high school credits  

    in Ceramics) 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective-This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirement and the 

U.C. / C.S.U. ñfò or ñgò requirement 

PREREQUISITES:   Ceramics I, II, or demonstrated ability with instructorôs approval 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Advanced Ceramics is an advanced class that expands studentsô knowledge and abilities in the fundamentals and 

principles of three-dimensional visual art forms.  Students must demonstrate the ability to work independently in 

areas of special interest.  The history and criticism of ceramics are presented in greater depth through the use of 

projects, lectures, and visual arts materials.  This class expands and deepens understanding of how to see, 

evaluate and interpret experience through projects such as: wheel throwing, casting, slab, pinch, coil, sculpting, 

glazing, decorating, and ceramic firing methods.  Specialized tools and techniques are explained, demonstrated, 

and used to promote individual creative expression through active student participation.  Work outside of class is 

required, (e.g., project preparation, reading, writing, research, critical viewing, and exhibiting).  Students will 

explore possibilities of higher education and/or career opportunities in ceramics.  This class is designed for 

motivated students who are prepared for a more advanced level of ceramics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Photography Arts I  

      

COURSE NUMBER: 4420 

DEPARTMENT:                        Visual &  Performing Arts  

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   9-12 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirement and the U.C. 

/C.S.U. ñfô requirement  

PREREQUISITES:  None 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Photography, as a non-verbal language, allows all students, in a differentiated setting, to increase their visual 

perception and provides a medium for creative expression.  The history of photography will be evaluated in the 

context of historical, social, cultural and artistic developments.  In producing their own work and by studying 

photographs of others, all students will develop a base for making informed aesthetic judgments. 

 

Students will learn to operate 35mm cameras and light meters while using black and white film.  They will 

process negatives, create proof and enlargement prints and learn the basics of design and lighting theories related 

to photography.  Students will be challenged with assignments that replicate professional work with the 

enhancement of critical thinking skills.  They will learn how to apply elements from the study of photography to 

other art forms, content areas, and careers. 
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Photography Arts II  

       

COURSE NUMBER:  7750 

DEPARTMENT:  Visual &  Performing Arts  

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   10-12 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective-This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirement and the 

U.C. /C.S.U. ñfô or ñgò requirement  

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Photography Arts I or approval of Instructor  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Photography, as a non-verbal language, allows all students, in a differentiated setting, to increase their visual 

perception and provides a medium for creative expression.  The history of photography will be evaluated in the 

context of historical, social, cultural and artistic developments.  In producing their own work and by studying the 

photographs of others, all students will expand their base for making informed aesthetic judgments as learned in 

Photography Arts I. 

 

Students will become proficient in operating 35 mm cameras and light meters while using black and white film.  

They will process negatives, create proof and enlargement prints and expand their use of the basics of design and 

lighting theories related to photography.  In building their portfolio, students will be challenged with assignments 

that replicate definitive professional work with the enhancement of critical thinking skills.  They will learn how 

to apply elements from the study of photography to other art forms, content areas, and careers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advanced Photography (ROP)  

 
COURSE NUMBER:  7735 

DEPARTMENT:  Visual &  Performing Arts  

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   11-12 or 16 years of age 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective-This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirement and the 

U.C. / C.S.U. ñfò or ñgò requirement    

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Photography Arts II or approval of instructor 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Photograph, as a nonverbal language, allows students to increase their visual perception and provides a medium 

for creative expression.  The history of photography will be evaluated in the context of historical, social, cultural 

and artistic developments.  Students learn to understand the artistic qualities of the photographic medium while 

acquiring the techniques for utilizing photography for expressive purposes.  Students will become proficient in 

operating 35-mm cameras and light meters while using black and white film.  Instruction includes studios and 

field techniques, photo journalism, fashion photography, and commercial, portrait, scientific, nature, wildlife and 

sports photography.  In producing their own works and by studying the photographs of others, students will 

develop a basis for making informal aesthetic judgments.  
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Studio Art AP ð 2-D Design  

 
COURSE NUMBER:  4280 

DEPARTMENT:   Visual &  Performing Arts  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   11-12  

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective-This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirement and the 

U.C. / C.S.U. ñfò or ñgò requirement 

PREREQUISITES: 2 years of high school 2-dimensional art 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course requires the student to show a high level of competence and range of understanding in visual 

concerns and methods.  Through the creation of a 2-dimensional portfolio students develop; a sense of quality 

work, concentration on a particular visual interest or problem, need for breadth of experience in the formal, 

technical, and expressive means of the arts.  Maintaining a sketchbook or journal may be a necessary component 

of instruction, along with ongoing critical analysis through individual critiques.  Students are expected to work 

not only in the classroom, but a significant amount outside of the classroom as well.  Studio Art AP is for highly 

motivated students who are seriously interested in the study of art and offers the challenge of a rigorous 

academic curriculum. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Studio Art AP ð 3-D Design  

 

COURSE NUMBER:  4281 

DEPARTMENT:   Visual & Performing Arts  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   11-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective-This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirement and the 

U.C. / C.S.U. ñfò or ñgò requirement 

PREREQUISITES:  2 years of high school 2-dimensional art* 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course requires the student to show a high level of competence and range of understanding in visual 

concerns and methods.  Through the creation of a 3-dimensional portfolio, students develop: a sense of quality 

work, concentration on a particular visual interest or problem, need for breadth of experience in the formal, 

technical, and expressive means of the artist.  Maintaining a sketchbook or journal is a necessary component of 

instruction, along with ongoing critical analysis through individual critiques.  Students are expected to work not 

only in the classroom, but a significant amount outside of the classroom as well.   

 

*Studio Art AP-3-Dimensional Design is for highly motivated students who are seriously interested in the study 

of art and offers the challenge of a rigorous academic curriculum. 
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Studio Art AP - Drawing  

 

COURSE NUMBER:  4282 

DEPARTMENT:   Visual & Performing Arts  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   11-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective-This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirement and the 

U.C. / C.S.U. ñfò or ñgò requirement 

PREREQUISITES: 2 years of high school 2-dimensional art* 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course requires the student to show a high level of competence and range of understanding in visual 

concerns and methods of drawing.  Through the creation of a drawing portfolio, students develop: a sense of 

quality work, concentration on a particular visual interest or problem, need for breadth of experience in the 

formal, technical, and expressive e means of the artist.  Maintaining a sketchbook or journal is a necessary 

component of instruction, along with ongoing critical analysis through individual critiques.  Students are 

expected to work not only in the classroom, but a significant amount outside of the classroom as well. 

 

*Studio Art AP ï Drawing is for highly motivated students who are seriously interested in the study of art and 

offers the challenge of a rigorous academic curriculum. 
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CAREER  -  ELECTIVES  -  ROP 

 

 

 

 

Careers in Teaching (ROP)    

 

COURSE NUMBER:  6991 

DEPARTMENT:   ROP 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   11-12 or age 16 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective 

PREREQUISITES:   None 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course provides students with knowledge of career opportunities in the field of teaching and other school 

site education professions. Career preparation standards, which include basic academic, safety, communication, 

interpersonal and problem-solving skills are integrated throughout the course. Active class participation is 

enhanced by fieldwork at school sites under the guidance of a mentor teacher. All students are required to 

observe and/or participate in a variety of settings and classrooms at the primary, elementary, middle/junior high 

and secondary levels. The course helps prepare students for entry into college or university teacher training 

programs. 

 

 

 

 

Computer Programming  (ROP)  

 

COURSE NUMBER:  6260 

DEPARTMENT:   ROP 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   11-12 or age 16 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective 

PREREQUISITES: Algebra I completion with grade of C or better, or teacher approval.  

This course is a UC ña-gò certified elective. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

In this class, students learn Java, an object-oriented programming language. Instruction includes problem solving 

and algorithm development, data structures and design, and the use of logic and formal methods. In addition to 

instructional time, students need to spend at least three hours per week practicing their programming skills.  This 

course is designed to provide the skills for an entry-level position in computer programming or provide a 

foundation for further studies in computer science at the college level. Integrated throughout the course are 

career technical education standards which include basic academic skills, communication, career planning, 

technology, problem solving, safety, responsibility, ethics, teamwork, and technical knowledge. 
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Journalism II (ROP)  

 

COURSE NUMBER:  0790 

DEPARTMENT:   ROP  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   11-12 or age 16 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Semester 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:      Elective - UC and CSU certified elective 

PREREQUISITES:                       Journalism I  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course is devoted to the development and publication of the school newspaper.  Students will use a variety 

of writing and editorial skills. Students will assume traditional staff roles related to newspaper production. 

Students will use communication strategies and knowledge of aesthetics in newspaper design.  Students will 

practice journalistic integrity recognizing their rights and responsibilities as members of the press. In addition, 

they will examine in depth careers related to journalism.  

 
 
 

Leadership  

 
COURSE NUMBER:  89210 (ñAò Period) 

DEPARTMENT:   Misc. 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   9-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective 

PREREQUISITES:                   Required for elected or appointed student body and class officers 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

A one-year course which develops those unique characteristics, attitudes, and skills which empower a person to 

make significant changes in self and to move a group of people in new and positive directions.   
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Photography Advanced (ROP)  

This course has UC credit approval 

 
COURSE NUMBER:  7735 

DEPARTMENT:   ROP 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   11-12 or age 16 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELEC TIVE:    Elective 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Photography, as a nonverbal language, allows students to increase their visual perception and provides a medium 

for creative expression.  The history of photography will be evaluated in the context of historical, social, cultural 

and artistic developments.  Students learn to understand the artistic qualities of the photographic medium while 

acquiring the techniques for utilizing photography for expressive purposes.  Students will become proficient in 

operating 35-mm cameras and light meters while using black and white film.  Instruction includes studios and 

field techniques, photojournalism, fashion photography, and commercial, portrait, scientific, nature wildlife and 

sports photography.  In producing their own works and by studying the photographs of others, students will 

develop a basis for making informal aesthetic judgments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Robotics Engineering Technology  (ROP)  

 

COURSE NUMBER:  7400 

DEPARTMENT:   ROP             

GRADE LEVEL(S):   11ï12 or Age 16 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective/UC and CSU certified: college prep. elective ñgò  

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Robotics engineering technology explores the interaction of science and technology.  The program is designed to 

interest students in the field of robotics and motivate them to pursue advanced education in science and 

engineering.  In this class, students will apply the scientific method and build on physics and mathematics 

concepts by investigative research that requires inquiry, data collection and analysis.  Included is instruction in 

the history and theory of robotic technology, computer control systems, and artificial intelligence.  Computer 

programming is emphasized.  Using the engineering design team concept as a model, students work in small 

groups to research, design, program, and construct robotic devices used in competition, including NASAôs U.S. 

First.  Integrated throughout the course are career preparation standards, which include basic academic skills, 

communication, interpersonal skills, problem solving, workplace safety, technology and employment literacy. 
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Sports Med (ROP)  

 

COURSE NUMBER:  68500 

DEPARTMENT:   ROP 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   11 ï 12 or Age 16 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF CO URSE:  One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective 

PREREQUISITES: None  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course is designed to provide classroom instructional and practical experience in the field of sports 

medicine and fitness.  Instruction will focus on human anatomy, first aid, CPR, taping and wrapping skills, 

injury prevention, rehabilitation and care, nutrition, and exercise physiology.  This prepares students for careers 

the field of sports medicine.  A second year of advance training is offered. 

 

 

Video Product ion  

 

COURSE NUMBER:  9101 

DEPARTMENT:   Visual &  Performing Arts  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   11 ï 12 or Age 16 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:  One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective 

PREREQUISITES: None  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Students will learn the basic aspects of video production, both in front of and behind the camera. They will study 

the techniques of video production and create their own theme-based video projects.  There will be an emphasis 

on the uses of communication (speech, language, and writing) and organizational skills.  This course includes 

aesthetics, cultural aspects, and the history of television and video production. 

 
 
 

Work Experience Education  

 

COURSE NUMBER:  9400  

DEPARTMENT:   Misc. 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   11 ï 12 or Age 16 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 credits (minimum 10 working hours per week/per semester); 

(minimum 20 hours per week/per semester) (40 credits maximum) 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   Semester (4 sequential semesters offered) 

PREREQUISITES: Paid employment to meet program standards with parent approval 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Work Experience education is an instructional program that combines in-school learning with on-the-job training 

in the community.  Students attend weekly seminars which cover areas of job search, survival and advancement; 

economic, career and self-awareness; and other meaningful career related information.  Coupled with the related 

instruction is actual on-the-job training.  Students learn many skills while they are compensated for their efforts 

through employment in the business community. 
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ENGLISH (4 Years Required) 

 

English  Language Arts I  

      
COURSE NUMBER:  0010 

DEPARTMENT:   English/Language Arts 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   9 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Required 

PREREQUISITES:                   Eighth (8
th

) Grade English 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

English I is a required one-year freshman class designed to help students continue development in the language 

arts:  reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  This course includes instruction in composition, spelling, 

vocabulary, grammar, and the interpretation of literature.  Skills and concepts are taught in an integrated way to 

be mutually reinforcing and to align with the state and district adopted standards.  UC and CSU certified/English 

 

Engl ish  Language Arts II  

        
COURSE NUMBER:  0060 

DEPARTMENT:   English/Language Arts 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   10 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Required 

PREREQUISITES:                        Ninth (9
th

) Grade English 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

English II is a required one-year sophomore class.  This course continues the emphasis on the four language arts:  

reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  Additional exposure to various types of literature and continued 

emphasis on developing written expression are stressed.  Skills and concepts are taught in an integrated way to 

be mutually reinforcing.  (This course is aligned with the MDUSD adopted Language Arts Content Standards).  

UC and CSU certified/English 

 

English  Language Arts  III/American Threads   

 
COURSE NUMBER:  3070 

DEPARTMENT:   English/Language Arts  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   11 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 10 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Required-This course fulfills one year of the four-year English 

requirement & is ñthreadedò with U.S. History  

PREREQUISITES:                    English II  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course fulfills both the junior English and U.S. History requirements through an interdisciplinary approach, 

which emphasizes the multicultural nature of American society.  The course combines these two primary 

disciplines while weaving other elements of the humanities into the curriculum.  Students will gain a holistic 

sense of the American experience.  UC and CSU certified/English 
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English  Language Arts III/American Threads Honors  

   
COURSE NUMBER:  0125 

DEPARTMENT:   English/Language Arts 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   11 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Required-This course fulfills one year of the four-year English 

requirement & is ñthreadedò with U.S. History Honors 

PREREQUISITES:                        English II and successful completion of application procedures. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

English III Honors is a one-year course for a limited number of students who are highly motivated, able to 

assume considerable responsibility for their progress and willing to pursue topics in depth.  Intensive study of 

works of American literature and advanced forms of composition will be required.  The course will have a 

comprehensive written final examination.  Students will be selected by an application process.  UC and CSU 

certified/English 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English Language Arts III AP (Language & Composition)  

 

COURSE NUMBER:  0126 

DEPARTMENT:   English/Language Arts 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   11 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER:  5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Required-This course fulfills one year of the four-year English 

requirement 

PREREQUISITES:                        English II and successful completion of application procedures. 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

This A P course engages students in becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of historical periods, 

disciplines, and rhetorical contexts.  Students also become skillful writers who compose for a variety of purposes 

which prepares them to become effective and confident writers not only in their college courses but in their 

professional personal lives as well.  The purpose of this course is to enable students to read complex texts with 

understanding and to write prose of sufficient richness and complexity to communicate effectively with mature 

readers.  Students will experience the process of composing while writing in a variety of genres emphasizing the 

expository, analytical, and argumentative modes which form the basis of academic and professional 

communications.  They also will engage in personal and reflective writing that fosters the development of 

writing in any context.  Students will become increasingly aware of themselves as writers and techniques 

employed by the writers they read. 
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English  Language Arts IV  (Literature)  

        
COURSE NUMBER:  0190 

DEPARTMENT:   English/Language Arts 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Required-This course fulfills one year of the four-year English 

requirement 

PREREQUISITES: Eleventh (11
th

) grade English III  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

English IV is a required one-year senior class.  In this course students will expand their knowledge of the 

classics, modern works of world literature, and non-fiction.  This course focuses on close reading of literacy 

works and on advanced forms of composition with development of both style and precision.  Skills and concepts 

are taught in an integrated way to be mutually reinforcing.  (This course is aligned with the MDUSD adopted 

Language Arts Content Standards.)  UC and CSU certified/English 

 

 

 

English  Language Arts IV Honors  

 

COURSE NUMBER:  0215 

DEPARTMENT:   English/Language Arts 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Required-This course fulfills one year of the four-year English 

requirement 

PREREQUISITES:                        Eleventh (11
th

) grade English III  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

English IV Honors is a one-year course for highly motivated students able to assume considerable responsibility 

for their progress and willing to pursue topics in depth.  Intensive study of works of world literature and 

advanced forms of composition will be required.  The course will have a comprehensive written final 

examination.  Students will be selected by an application process.  UC and CSU certified/English 

 
 

English  Language Arts  IV AP  

      
COURSE NUMBER:  0216 

DEPARTMENT:   English/Language Arts 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  This course fulfills one year of the four-year English requirement 

PREREQUISITES:  Eleventh (11
th

) grade English III  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course engages highly motivated students in the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative 

literature.  Students deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and 

pleasure for their readers.  Students consider a work's structure, style, and themes as well as use of figurative 

language, imagery, symbolism, and tone.  The course includes intensive study of representative works from 

various genres and periods, concentrating on works of recognized literary merit.  Reading is wide and deep and 

builds upon the reading done in previous English courses.   
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ENGLISH (Electives) 

 
 

 
 

Academic Literacy  

      

COURSE NUMBER:  0673 

DEPARTMENT:   English  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   9  

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5  

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  ElectiveðBy teacher recommendation 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:   
Academic Literacy is a semester long, lower division elective deigned to aid students who need to strengthen 

their language arts skills, especially their comprehension of high school level expository text.  The course offers 

direct instruction in metacognitive reading strategies to negotiate meaning in increasingly difficult material to 

prepare students for upper division text-based coursework.  Individual assessment of studentôs strengths and 

weaknesses in reading proficiency is an integral part of the course. 

 

 

 

 

 

Creative Writing /Journalism  

 
COURSE NUMBER:  0650/0770 

DEPARTMENT:   English/Language Arts 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   Two semesters 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   9-12 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective - This course meets the "f" elective requirement for UC/CSU  

PREREQUISITES:  None 

 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Creative Writing is a seminar-style course for students interested in writing. Through whole class instruction, 

small group work, and individual instruction, students will develop their own voices and styles in writing, and 

gain skill and confidence in utilizing a  writing process in a variety of genre.  Students will read a variety of 

literary selections to use as models and stimuli for writing.  (This course is aligned with the MDUSD Language 

Arts Content Standards.)   

 

Journalism introduces students to a variety of writing and editorial skills involved in creating and publishing a 

newspaper.  These skills will be used in the production of the school newspaper.  Students will study 

communication strategies, aesthetics in the art of mass communication, and various media.  Students will 

develop an awareness of journalistic integrity and the balance between the rights and responsibilities of media in 

a free society.  In addition, they will explore careers related to journalism.   

 

 

 

 

 



 50 

 

English Language Development ( ELD ) 

 

COURSE NUMBER:  0250 

DEPARTMENT:   English/Language Arts  

GRADE LEVEL(s):   9-12 

LENGTH OF COURSE  One Year 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER 5 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective* 

PREREQUISITES:  Placement by ELD Assessment 

(May be repeated for credit at high schools where ELD is not offered as 

a separate class)   

 

*one year of ELD Academic Language is equivalent to one year of English Language Arts. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  

This course accelerates the learning of academic English, which students need to succeed in their core-content 

classrooms.  Teaching in this course focuses on strategies that enable English Learners to comprehend the 

language of textbooks, lectures, and discussions.   Likewise, students learn the kinds of language needed to 

interact collaboratively with English speaking students in academic settings. The course provides EL students 

with opportunities to develop their thinking abilities, encourages them to read and write extensively, and offers 

support and encouragement for success in their core-content studies.  The course provides access to textbooks 

and content topics covered in their core-content classrooms.  Instruction is developmental and is thus delivered 

in ways appropriate to the English proficiency level of each student.  The oral-language, reading, and writing 

activities of the course incorporate the cultural background, living experiences, and knowledge that students 

bring to the classroom.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction to Film Study  

 

COURSE NUMBER:  0840 

DEPARTMENT:   English/Language Arts or 

    Visual and Performing Arts 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   10-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year (Semester A and Semester B) 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective-This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirement and the 

UC/CSU ñfò or ñgò requirement. 

PREREQUISITES:                   None 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Film is one of the major collaborative art forms of the 20
th
 century.  This course will examine the many aspects 

of this art form, such as the history and aesthetics of film and other moving images.  It will examine film in 

terms of vocabulary, criticism, grammar, production elements, genre, collaboration, acting, modes of music, 

historical context, and career opportunities. 
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Adva nced Film Study   

 

COURSE NUMBER:  0845 

DEPARTMENT:   English/Language Arts or 

    Visual and Performing Arts 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   10-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year  

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective-This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirement and the 

U.C. / C.S.U. ñfò or ñgò requirement  

PREREQUISITES:                   Introduction to Film Study or teacher permission 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course is designed for students who already have a basic knowledge of film history and techniques, but who 

want to study films in more depth.  Students will watch movies by key film directors who have influenced the art 

of film over the last century, and will explore each directorôs unique style and vision.  UC and CSU 

certified/Visual & Performing Art 

 
 

Journalism II  (ROP)  

 

COURSE NUMBER:  0790 

DEPARTMENT:   English/Language Arts  

GRADE LEVEL(S):   11-12 or age 16 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Semester 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:      Elective - UC and CSU certified/Elective 

PREREQUISITES:                       Journalism I  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course is devoted to the development and publication of the school newspaper.  Students will use a variety 

of writing and editorial skills. Students will assume traditional staff roles related to newspaper production. 

Students will use communication strategies and knowledge of aesthetics in newspaper design.  Students will 

practice journalistic integrity recognizing their rights and responsibilities as members of the press. In addition, 

they will examine in depth careers related to journalism.  

 

 

Public Speaking I   

    

COURSE NUMBER:  0860 

DEPARTMENT:   English/Language Arts 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   9-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:      Elective 

PREREQUISITES:                        None 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Public Speaking I is an elective course designed to help students develop oral language skills in a variety of 

planned and spontaneous public speaking situations, and to gain research and organizational skills necessary for 

a variety of types of oral presentations. 
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Yearbook  

    

COURSE NUMBER:  0810 

DEPARTMENT:  Misc. 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   9-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective 

PREREQUISITES:  None  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course introduces students to a variety of writing and layout skills involved in creating the school yearbook.  

Students will study design theories, the aesthetics of composition, and the evolution of visual communication.  

These elements will then be applied to learning in other art forms across the curriculum.  The pace and setting of 

the course will simulate the professional work environment,  preparing students for a variety of post-graduation 

careers. 
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MATHEMATICS 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
       

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Any student who does not follow the prescribed sequence of math courses must get prior 
permission from the Math Department chairperson.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Note to Students and Parents: Correct placement in mathematics is crucial in order to maximize learning. 

Choosing a class that is too easy for your abilities will result in boredom and too little learning. It will make 

colleges believe that you lack motivation. Choosing a class that is too difficult will result in frustration, low 

grades and incomplete learning. Your math teacher can advise you on your best choice for next year. 

 
Calculators: 

Most college prep courses at Northgate are taught on the assumption that students own or have regular access to 

a programmable graphing calculator. Most teachers use the TI-83 plus in class on a regular basis and there are 

class sets of TI83's for use in the classroom. Students are expected to do homework with such calculators and are 

usually allowed to use them on tests. (We recommend the TI-83 plus or TI-84 for Algebra I through Pre 

Calculus.  Calculus only recommends the TI-85 or TI-86.) 

 

 

 

 

 

**Available to all 11
th

 and 12
th

 grade 

students**  

**Personal 
Finance** 

8th 

Algebra 

8th Pre-

Algebra II 

Geometry 

Algebra 

Intro to Algebra 

 AIMS I 

Algebra II/Trig 

Algebra 
II 

PreCalculus 

Advanced 

Math Topics 

Statistics 

Calculus 

1. All students enter math at the level recommended by their 8
th
 grade teacher. 

2. Students must earn 30 credits of math to graduate from Northgate. 

3. Students must pass Algebra 1 to graduate from Northgate. 

4. Students progress through courses according to the flow chart above.  Solid lines indicate normal 

progression.  Dotted lines represent alternate paths that some students might take based on their level of 

success.   

 AIMS II 
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Advanced Math Topics  

 

COURSE NUMBER:  9831 

DEPARTMENT:   Mathematics 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:  One Year  

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Completion of this course fulfills one year of the three 

year high school mathematics requirement. 

PREREQUISITES: Completion of Algebra II with a C or better 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

The first semester of this course is a study of trigonometry.  During the second semester selected advanced 

algebra topics are studied.  These topics include logarithms, sequences and series, matrices and determinants, 

probability and statistics.  The course is culminated with use of the computer to enhance understanding of the 

concepts studied in this course. 

 

 

AIMS I (Academic Intervention for Introduction to Algebra  Students ) 

      

COURSE NUMBER:  1301 

DEPARTMENT:   Mathematics 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   9-10 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER:  5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective: Can be taken concurrently with Introduction to Algebra I.  

This course does not fulfill one year of the three year mathematics 

requirement. 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course provides the student with the basic mathematical skills and knowledge required for success in the 

study of algebra.  It is designed to support students who are currently taking Introduction to Algebra I.  It will 

strengthen the student's understanding and mastery of pre-algebra concepts while helping them to be successful 

in Introduction to Algebra I.  This course will use a variety of materials, presentation styles, and activities in 

order to engage students in learning who may have had prior difficulty in mathematics. 

 

 

AIMS II (Academic Intervention for Algebra I  Students ) 

 

COURSE NUMBER:  1302 

DEPARTMENT:   Mathematics 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   9-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

 REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Elective: Can be taken concurrently with Algebra I.  This course does 

not fulfill one year of the three year mathematics requirement. 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course provides the student with the mathematical skills and knowledge required for success in the study of 

algebra.  It is designed to support students who are currently taking Algebra I.  It will strengthen the student's 

understanding and mastery of algebra concepts while helping them to be successful in Algebra I.  This course 

will use a variety of materials, presentation styles, and activities in order to engage students in learning who may 

have had prior difficulty in mathematics. 
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Algebra I  

      

COURSE NUMBER:  1310 

DEPARTMENT:   Mathematics 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   9-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Required-- Completion of this course in middle or high school fulfills the 

California State Algebra I graduation requirement.  Completion of this 

course in high school fulfills one year of the three-year high school math 

graduation requirement.  Eighth grade students do not receive high 

school credit for this course 

PREREQUISITES: Qualifying score on assessment test and/or teacher recommendation 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course covers the twenty five California State Mathematics Standards for Algebra I.  Emphasis is on 

writing, solving, and graphing linear and quadratic equations.  The ability to communicate mathematical 

reasoning and understanding will be incorporated into all math topics.  In addition, algebraic skills and concepts 

are developed and used in a wide variety of problem solving situations.  This course is the first course in the 

three-year mathematics requirement for four-year college admission. 

 

Algebra II  

      

COURSE NUMBER:  1330 

DEPARTMENT:   Mathematics 

GRADE LEVE L(S):  10-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  This course fulfills one year of the three year high school mathematics 

requirement. 

PREREQUISITES:                  Successful completion of Geometry 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course provides the student with the knowledge, concepts and skills indentified in the California State Math 

Standards for Algebra II.  The ability to communicate mathematical reasoning and understanding will be 

incorporated into all math topics.  In addition, students will develop their ability to construct formal, logical 

arguments in algebraic settings and problems.  This course is the third course in the three-year mathematics 

requirement for four-year college admission. 

 

Algebra II/Trigonometry  

      

COURSE NUMBER:  1340 

CBEDS NUMBER:  2408 

DEPARTMENT:   Mathematics 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   10-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Completion of this course fulfills one year of the three year high school 

mathematics requirement. 

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Geometry.  Qualifying score on assessment test 

and/or teacher recommendation. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course provides the student with the knowledge, concepts, skills identified in the California State Math 

Standards for Algebra II and Trigonometry.   The ability to communicate mathematical reasoning and 

understanding will be incorporated into all topics.  In addition, students will develop their ability to construct 

formal, logical arguments in algebraic and trigonometric settings and problems.  This course is the third course 

in the three-year mathematics requirement for four-year college admission. 
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Calculus AB, AP/Honors  

  

COURSE NUMBER:  1375 

DEPARTMENT:   Mathematics 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER:  5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Completion of this course fulfills one year of the three year high school 

mathematics requirement. 

PREREQUISITES: B or better in Pre-Calculus 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course consists of the study of functions, limits, continuity, differentiation, integration, and applications of 

the principles of differential and integral calculus.  The course will prepare students for the Advanced Placement 

in Calculus AB. 

 

 

Geometry  

 

COURSE NUMBER:  1320 

DEPARTMENT:   Mathematics 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   9-12 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Completion of this course fulfills one year of the three year high school 

mathematics requirement.   

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Algebra I 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course provides the student with the knowledge, concepts and skills identified in the California State 

Mathematics Standards for Geometry.  The ability to communicate mathematical reasoning and understanding 

will be incorporated into all math topics.  In addition, students will develop their ability to construct formal, 

logical arguments and proofs in geometric settings and problems.  This course is the second course in the three 

year mathematics requirement for four-year college admission. 

 

 

Introduction To Algebra I  

 

COURSE NUMBER:  1300 

DEPARTMENT:   Mathematics 

GRADE LEVEL(S):   9-10 

CREDITS PER SEMESTER: 5 

LENGTH OF COURSE:   One Year 

REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE:  Completion of this course fulfills one year of the three year high school 

mathematics requirement.  This course does not fulfill the Algebra I 

graduation requirement. 

PREREQUISITES: Assessment test and/or teacher recommendation 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course introduces fifteen of the twenty-five California State Mathematics Standards for Algebra I focusing 

on linear algebra.  Emphasis is on writing, solving, and graphing linear equations.  The ability to communicate 

mathematical reasoning and understanding will be incorporated in all the topics.  In addition, algebraic skills and 

concepts are developed and used in a wide variety of problem solving situations.  The course builds the 

foundation for success in the Algebra I course, which includes the quadratic standards. 

 

 




